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The Scietililk OTiccr publishes a hiKhiy iiilt'rej,tin|i arliciti on the diec(;i 
of Nitrate of Soda and Saltpolrc oi^thc fhnv of tx'aru L.itcx. Tlie tablvs 
accompanying llic aiiicie arc worthy o[ clnMj i,indy. The contiimaiicc ami 
results of the experiments by the Kalisyndicato will be a wailed with iiiilcli 
idteresi. 

The Proceedings of the jJababudiii Planters' Association and the 
Nilgiri Planters' Association .'ire printed, Tlu: latter conUiiu* unich that 
will come np for discussion at the Aniuuil Meeting. 

Correspondence of interest to all lakes np ,a good de.it of space. A 
letter from the Chairman to the Seen'tary, originally circulated to the 
Comiciilors of the Associilion, is reproduced, in the expectation that it will 
rouse general interest and sympathy with ilif Labour Coimmttee, who had 
a hopeless task to harmonise conflicting opinions, but from the Chairman ‘s 
letter it will be notic-jd that it is yet hoped to place Indore llie delegates 
some suggestions that may irmd toward.s the solution of tliis thorny *jiie.^- 
lion. The letter is published for tiie informal ion of individual readers, to 
show them that the subject has been or.e of constant tli ought and inlet * 
coinumnication between the iiiemhRrs of the. Labour Committee. A letter 
from Mr. Brown on Green Bug finds a ])lacc, and dt-als chiefly with the 
•piCbtion of the use of sprayers, and he still maintains his opinion that 
Brushing is the better method. 

Messrs. Stanes e- (m. send, in aiiswei to " Sty ti tied," a letter showing 
the rtuctuation in prices lh.it artificial manures arc subject to. 

From Mr. Barnard. Supcrin endcut of Munderi Fstale, comes a 
thoughtful letter, with which many no doubt will disagree. His opinion^ are 
worthy of all consideration and attention. 

“ Hermit Crab " replies to " Sojalh I mlia'n" letter, and we trust that 
baviag entered the arena, he wiil not wiiiulraw into his shell. 

"Sleeping Brothcr'.s" letter should ’'flutter the dovecots’ of lie 
Ciirers. 

Translation ol “ A Crimping Letter" ii piibiished.and the Editor licpea 
lhat the would*bu Crimper will be traced aud pdloried. 
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Soi«ntHI« OffkMir’a Papar*. 

CXXI.—Tiif. Effect of Nitrate of Sooa and Saltpetre on rut 
FLOW OF Ceara Latex. 

In 19U an expehinent was begun in Coorg to lest the effect of an 
appiication of Nitrate of Soda upon the flow of latex in the Ceara rubb(.r 
tree. This experiment was suggested by some favourabfu results obtained 
in Hawaii and published in one of the Agricultural Experiment SlaOun 
Bulletins of that place. 

Preliminary experiments with a few ;;clected trees showed that an 
increased yield of rubber was obtained by applying Nitrate of Soda, and 
the Hawaiian results were confirmed to a certain extent. (See P. C., \'ol, 
V’l, p. 203'. The residts obtained in Coorg seemed to warrant a furthf-r 
trial on a larger scale, and during 1912 trials were made with both Nitrate 
of Soda and Nitrate of Potash on plots of 50 trees each. 

The system of tapping was the same throtighout, full herring bone w iih 
a V channel, the cuts 12 inches ipart, lapped every day with the exception 
of Sundays, There w^as .i very light rain f.all during the period of experi- 
ment and the plots were watered to wash the manures in. !u the tables of 
yield below the figures show the weight of btex in ounces. The rnamirc' 
were applied to all the plots on 4th December, 1912 and the first five tapp- 
ings shoV'ti in the tables were made before the manures ^vere .applied in 
order to find the relative yield ol the plots. The experiment falls into two 
classes’! one a lest with Nitrate of Soda and Saltpetre on an area of liubber 
known to yield badly ; the results on this area are gjvt n iir Table 1. plots 
1 to 5. 'the second experiment w.as a test of Nitrate of Soda on an area 
of Rubber known to yield well ; the results of this experiment are given 
in Table !i, plots 6 — S. 

In order to correlate these results and eliniin.ate as far as possible tin- 
initial difTerences between the yield of the different plots which existed before 
the inunnres were applied, the percentage increase or decrease above or 
below the control plot has been calculated for each group of five tapping.-!. 
These figures will be found in Table III below. 

It will be seen front these tables that in the first e.v[>erimenl with rubber 
known to yield badly (plots 1 to 5) both the application of half a pound of 
Nitrate of Soda per tree and one pound of Saltpetre per tree resulted in an 
incre.asfid flow of latex and yield of rubber, and that this incre,a,se is abovt 
the Id'll which according to Hall represents the experimental error in fiekl 
experiments. This result is vciy satisfactory in that k again confirms the 
Hawaiitin results and repeats those obtained last year in Coorg, as far as 
Nitrate of Soda is concerned. 

D’»;.|n tbe^flecoiwl experiment with rubber kupwn to yield well the addition 
of half a pound of Nitrate of Soda per tree made practically no ditlcrence to 
the yield of latex, showing that in this area the conditions could not be 
bettered in this way, and that as good a yield as pos-iblc is already being 
obtained. 

The results obtained with Saltpetre are of great interest because this 
fertiliser cotitains two plant foods, potash and Nitrate, while Nitrate of Soda 
contains only one. It gave a slightly better result, though whether this 
due to the potash, or to the fact that weight for weight it coutaius les^ 
liitrate than the soda, there is insujficieut data to decide. 
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po-ition is now Urn in I'.Ul sui.tll so.iie ('xir’i-iiuciiis showed that Nilr.Ur of 
-Soda did iucrea.se tlm ii nv of i;Ue.\ fjrj;n ( j'.jni as )j ad ira-n stated to be the 
rise in Hawaii. This result has now hr'cii eoiiftnnrd by experiments 
on a larger scale in 1'J12, and in addition it has been found that SaUp<»lre 
Apparently still further increases tb<; latex yield on areas which do ii»!t 
fiorm.ally yield well, while on areas which normally yield well Nitrate of Soda 
apparently docs not improcc the condition... 


ft i,s intended thi.s year to confinne the.se p.rp.’riment.s on a .still Urgir 
scale with Nitrate of Soda and S.iltpetrc. and also to test the effect of other 
fertilisers such as Calciiitn Nitrate and Nitrolim* 5*nd Sulphate of Pntanh 
and Muriate of Potash. The work will be merged into the Kaiiwyndicate 
Kxperinients to which it is hoped this preliminary work will prove a valuabh? 
aid. 


RfPOLPH. n. ANSTEdP, 

P/an/it/g Fx/rrrf, 



m 


fHE PLANTERS’ CHRONICLE. 


DISTRICT PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATIONS. 
Bababudin Planters’ Association. 

A Quarterly Oenerdl Meitittf* tens held at the Kadar C/it6, Chih- 
jitagUtr, OH Monday, July 2Jst, 1913. 

PRRSHVT. — Messrs, K. D. Knvett (Vice-President), H. AHsrdice. 
K. Htifjonin, tl. W, Raike^, K. W. Thomson, H. Watson, rtkI 
N. Kir wan, f Honorary Secretary). Mr. K. Krishnaiyer, Hono- 
rary Mejuber- 

The Mim>te.s of the la-it fneellnj; were read. 

Papers with reference to the j'urope.in l)-jfcnce .A.ssoci:ition were re.id, 

(Irecn Uiii; has to date been found in the District. .»\fnr 

some di^cns.siott as to wheiher the .\ssceiation shonid purchase a stoci; 
of Sprayers, etc., ir was resolved; “ *rh;U the Secretary sho^ild , write th 
the Scientiftc Depart meut .and ascertain, which are the most effective type 
of Sprayer, price, and where obl.iinabie, ami ciicniato the reply to 
members.” 

Delejiales in the U. P. rt. .Ucct/n;.!. —Messrs. K’. D. I.ovett and 
S. H- Dennis, were elected as l)clepte.s to the U. P. A. Meetin;^. 

Lofmnr.'-Afler some iliscnssinn on r.abonr inatttM’S. it was decided to 
leave the (|ii(stioti with the .\ssociatifMi n prcsciitative of the (^ of P. A’ . 
to be settled in coajaiiction with tho other Association;?, t'arricd 5 to 2. 

(Si:;m-d) ti. 11. KIKWAN. 

I! >7y. SVcrc^rry. 


Nilgiri Planters Association 

ti General Meetiiij* of the Siliiiri Planters' Assnciatiim. held at 
the Armoury, Ootaea^tiniid, on Itith Jttly J91J. 

Present. — T he Hon’ble .Mr, !■'. !■'. Parlmr iC’hainnani. Mr. L. L Porter 
i\’ice-Chairman). Mr. |, S. Nicolis (Honorary Secretary). Mr. 
W. Rht>des James, Mr M'. A. Cherr\, Mr, A. K. \V. Downin';. 
Mr. G. W. Chinch, .Mr. P. 1.. 1). Heaver, Mr. T. Hrown, .Mr. K, 
C. (irovr, Mr. C. W. De.ine. Mr, .A. Hrown. Mr* J. H. 
J^ascoe, .Mr. A. .S. Dandison. .Mr. (iray and Mr. L. C. 
lingers. 

Viftitorfi. — Messrs. Gould, G ^vid. C.ir.son- Parker. Hindley, and 

Walker. 

The Chairman before opening the proca’edings referred to the death of 
Mr, \V. H. Church. The Honorary Secretarv was instructed to write to 
hi.*, relations ip England sympathising with them in their lo.ss. 

No. 7-1. Proceedings of i.ast A[eetin*g,— Confirmed. 

No. 75. l'\ P. A. S. 1. Circgi.vks.— R ead and recorded. 

No, 76. Ro.\Ds AND CoMMt'Nte \TiONS. — In reference to No. 65 of 
the Meeting held on the 2Hth March PJli. read Honorary Secretary’s letter 
to the President. District Hoard. Nilgiris, and the President’s letter of .ac- 
knowledgment, It was decided to postpone fitrtlier discussion. 
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The following resolution w:is proposed by Mr. T. Brown :ti»d seconded 
by Mr> Deane and carried. 

That the Honorary Secretary be requested to ascerlaui what the 
rules as to compounding of tolU are,” 

The bad conditions of the rcwid from Njidg.ini to the top ot Hie Malabar 
^haut and portion of the \^<yitri'Gudalur road from the Nilgiii boundary 
was brought to the notice of the Meeting. 1 lie Honorary Secrettry was 
instructed to write to the President, District Hoard. 

No. 77, Pl-hljc.^tion ok tJ, Os. )\ utK Nm cikj (J^<'KTi>;.--ln 
reference to No. 04 of the Meeting held on the JStli March HJli. the corres* 
poodeucc was read and recorded, 

No. 78. Kaii.wav Frrigh r o\ Tk \ Si.;i:p. -In reference to No, 07 vi 
the Meeting held on the Usth March loi.t, tli<‘ correspondence was r^ad 
and recorded. 

No, 79. SctKSTJi tc DKi'Akt'MiiM' 111 KfL'iencc to No. OS of the 
Meeting held on the 2Stli March 1914. the cniTesponcleiHie wms read and 
recorded. — The following resolnlion was pioposed by Mi. Porter and 
.seconded by Mr. Pascoe and carried nn.aidmonsly ; - 

‘‘ That this Association strongly holds that the continuance of the 
" Scientific (jiVicei still be cootiinunl and llnu Mr, Atiste;ui stioiild 
“ continue to act as .Scientific tJilicrr. M ere .mother .Sde/qi/ic 
“Gtficer app,ointcd. it would tne.ni that it would take such nflicer 
“at least 2 year.s to get in touch with tlie needs of the varlotis 
“districts. It' is understood iliat tin' gro.ss v.iliie of the exports 
“of plantijig prodiict.s troni tile Madras Presidency amotinth tii 
“242 lakhs, acd in cotisidcrafioii these tiguies. the ijovern. 

“ nient contribution of Ks 5,.^0U cannot be coii.siclcrcd ade* 

“ qnate.” 

So. 80, Customs m t v us Tra .\.su Ki nnuK MuitisKnv. 

— Ill reference to No. 72 of tlie Nfceting lield on the 2Sth M.ircli 1914, Hie 
correspondence was read 'itid recorded, The Honorary Scerdary wa.s 
instructed to wire to the Secretary of the I’. P, S. 1. requesliiig that (his 
matter should be put on the agenda of the Meeting ol the I'. P. A. S. 1. 
to be held at Bangalore on 2.^tli .\ugust. 19] 4. 

No. 81, Act I ov 1904.— Read Mr. ]. Aird s Idler and Honorary 
Secretary’s reply, The Honorary Sccretar\' \v.is instructed to write la the 
District Magistrate pointing out the otniri.sioti. 

No. 82. KtiGtSTKATKA’ ut- MAibTRlbb.— Mr. Nicolls’ scheme was 
discussed. Read letters from several members on the scheme. The 
Honorary Secret .ary wa-s instructed to wire to (lie .bcerdary of the I -P.A.S.i. 
re<jue.stirtg that the matter be put on the age mi a ol tlic U. P. A, S, 1. Meding 
to be held at Bangalore on 25th August, 1914. 

No. 83. Apvanceu Lahour ABSt:a\niN<; into TravancORE and 
Cochin. — C orrespondence was read and recorded. 

No. 84. Crimping op lvhour.— C orrespondence waa read with satis- 
faction, the Ceylon Labour Coiiiniissiouer being thanked for the way he 
had dealt with the matter. 

No. 85. Capital (Nilgiri corrcspoDd;uu’ LLiTbBi Corrc&puJjdcotv 
was read aod recurded. 
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No. a6, J\'CO«JJ TAX-— Mr. J. J- McKeurie’s l^ttkk - CorrespoiBdcact 
was read and recorded. 

No. 87. European Pkfbnck Association.— R ead comsppndeDce. 
The Chairman hoped that aU members of the Association would join. 

No. 88., The Fourth Intkrsational Rubber and ALLitu 
Trades Exhibition and the First Cotton Fibre and Tropical 
Products P'xhibition. Read the CoHector of the Nilgiri’s letter enclo^. 
in^ copy of G. O. No. 6-# I. 

No. 8<>. U. P. A, 5. I. Exhibi nos.— The Chairman hoped the mem- 
bers of the Association would support it. 

No. 90. U P. A. S. I. Agenda. — List of subjects were considered, 
special instructions being given to delegates on the matter of *’ .Adulteration 
of Codec, "—Proposed by Mr, Porter and seconded by Mr. Pascoe and 
carried : — 

” That this Association instructs its delegates of the C, P, A. S. 1. 
meeting to support any reasonable preposition brought up 
which may tend 

((*) to check the present system of Professional recruiters, 

(6) any scheme for the cstablismcnt of a Labour Coniinission, 

" working under the U. P. S. I. in the interests of the plant- 
" ing districts ot South India." 

All other subjects were left to the discretion of the delegates. 

ELEUrtos OF dei.ecatks.~Mi'. Nicollsand Mr. Hrock were asked to 
represent the .Association, and in case Mr. brock was nnable to attend, Mr. 
Daodisou was asked to attend. 

Votes of thanks to the Chair .and the U, C. Nilgiri Volunteers for the 
use of the room terminated the proceedings. 

(SignedJ E. F. BAKBEU, 

iChairmnn,) 

(Signed) J. S. NICOLLS. 

{Hony, Secretary,) 

PAPfcltSi ON Table. Memoirs of the Dept, of Agriculture in India 


Do. 

do. 

do. 

Vol. n. No. 6. 
Vol. Ill, No. 1 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

Vol, IV. No. 5. 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

Vol. V, No. 4 & 5. 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

Vol. VI, No. 1. 


Report on the progress of Agriculture in India for 1911-12. 
Department of .Agriculture, Madras. Leadet Xos. 1 and 2. 
The Agriculture journal of India April 1913. 

Proceedings of Annual Meeting of the Indian Tea Association. 
Report of the General Conimittee. do 

U. P. A. S, I. Bulletin No. 2 re labour question. 

Planting Gazettes for .April, May and July (Ceylon P. A.) 
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CORRB8FOMDEMOB. 

Oil^MlWP UtUfi. 

Thb Labour Question. 

Labour Committee, 

Coder dale Meppadi, 28 th June, the Cbairmao writes to the Secreta^ 
as follows;— 

“ I have consulted the Members of the Committee appointed at the last 
Atmual Meetiftjr, and they agree with me in thinking that we ought (o issue 
a report on the opinions received from the various Associations about the 
Kegistratiou Sebeum, and ihe possibility oi haratonising them and circulating 
a working proposal with the idea of intprovinj; the labour position. 

“ We have come (o the conclusion that it is impossible to harmonwe the 
opinions. 

"The Anamiilai Association is the ouly one that has expressed itself 
whole-heartedly in favour of the Scheme. The Nilgiris will only support it 
if the Kegistration Bureau is made a Department of the U. B. A. S. I. and 
workpd under its guidance. The Wynaad somewhat miw-iliitigly agreed to 
adopt the Scheme provided Govermnent would have all coolies’ finger prints 
examined before allowing them to ejniipate. The Kanan Devans and 
Malabar Coast flatly refuse to have anything to do with registering coolies. 
The other Associations are not actively hostile : but seem indifferetil. 

" Mr. Marden whose name was put forward as willing to run the Bureau 
asked for an advance of Us. 20,000 to start it, a sum <[nile out ot the power 
of the D. H. A. S. I. to furnish. Though if the Scheme were to be put 
through it was not an unreason.abk atiunmt to ask, and it could doubtless 
be easily raised for any purpose that the whole Community approve of. 

" Looking at ail the circnmsl.inces of the c.'rsc, it socmi} »'ery doubtful if 
(he Madras (jO\ernmont would support the Sclieine by having all ititeuding 
emigrants detained at the Fort of etnbarkation till it had ascertained that they 
had not been advanced to work in India. It certainly would not do so 
unless we could put forward a very strong ca=e backed up by the unanimous 
vote of the Planting Community. It iniid be remembered that a very care- 
fully worked out Scheme for universal registration which was b rough I 
forward at the 1909 Meeting by Mr. Brook was rejected by the District 
Associations after full consideration. 

** It may perhaps be thought Hi.it that the Com mil tec's task is finished 
now that it has said that it is nruble to fonnnlile a Kegistration Srhetne that 
would be generally acceptable to Soulbern itulia Flatilers, Hut a great deal 
of information has been collected especially as regards the methods of re- 
cruiting for Ceylon and the Straits, The bulletins you have issued arc very 
interesting. 

'*Thc year has not been wasted, though a Committee whose Membcra 
have to exchange their views by correspondence works at a great dUadvanl- 
age. We hope to meet before the Annual Meeting, and to some 
suggestions to put forward to improve mailers; and the further views of 
District Associations would be very useful to us, 

“Government may have to undertake an enquiry if this drain of emi- 
gration can be allowed to go on indefinitely. The Kailways, the Public 
Works and th^ Forest Department are all suffering from Ibc shortage ot 
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MNSdr. C^ykm inters Admit tiud lb«y are anabk to contiam tlw leckless 
advaocM UiAt tbe comj^Eioo of bdiottr involves. After aH tbe bolk of 
Cordon pianters are growinf tfs, and cannot afford to go on ratting the co^t 
of production. Even when tlnreost of recmitiog ie not charged to revenhe. 
Proprietors have grow%tired of j^ltpg ap tbe advance accoont 

** Oor most daogerotu rivais are to Malaya. But there as elsewhere, 
there most be a limit to expeoditwe^ 

The soggeatbn has been made that there is -no reason why we should 
not have a Eabonr Commiatioo of our own like Ceylon. 

** Another it that our co(dies ought ter have tbe saute concessions c»] 
railways as those tateoded for Ceylon aud the Straits. 

The Registration of Maistries (Kanganies) is a measure which more 
thab one Assodatioo would like to adopt. 

** 1 am sending copies of this letter to the othiir Members of ComiiiiU*^, 
and asMiig them to write to you saying if they agree with it, and to make 
any a^idons or minutes of dissent that they wish. The letters might then 
be Issued as a circular to Councillors, and perhaps published in the 
** Cbrouicle.'* > 

Tbe followiug are tbe replies to tbe above from Messrs. E. A. Hughes 
and C* H. Brock respectively 

** I received a copy of letter written to you by Abbott with reference 
to the above. I have written telling Abbott that I think 1 could arrange 
to meet the other Members of the Committee, a few days before the Annual 
General 'Meeting. This would be the best plan if it can be arranged. I 
am also m agreement with most of tbe points raised by Mr. Abbott in 
bis letter, and I think if we have a meeting, we should be able to conit 
to some sort of arrangement as a begiaumg at all events.’* 

“ With reference to the Chairma;i’s letter to you dated 26 6 13, I have 
to inform you, that I am quite tu accord with all the rcMuarks that he has 
made.*’ 


Coouoor, 29U July, 1913. 

Qr«wn 8ug In Coffae- 

Ti^ Editor, 

7/m P/aiticrs' CAroNic/e, 

Bangalore.' 

Dear ^lr,-~Tbat which kfr. Nicholson states about using a Sprayer long 
before Mr. Brown is quite correct in connection with his Brushing, mUy he 

S as using tbe wrong sort, and had relegated them to tbe lumber room. He 
ferod to sell them to me, and on sample I pointed out, that they were not 
tbe RIGHT SORT. 

I used Sprayers when Green Bug first appeared in Coonoor about 1883, 
and chucked them aside as top much trouble. This Estate was covered 
with Brown m 1881 ! ! ! 

Recently I bad to make a Plunger fmr a New Sprayer which was mums 
pQC, aud which nobody c];^ who handled tbe Machine detected ! ! ! 
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00 a very lax^ Coffee estate (afterwards sold for a tocre soof owiag to 
Gweo E^t I wa« told Sprayers are no good, and you should ha\^ mqi ihe 
{date they were tu, with substituted leather valves, &c.! ! } The cooHes were 
strosKlieg all day long with the po<v machines ! ! ! 

Mr. Rogers’ experience certainly makes Spraying an expeasii-e nuisance, 
and sroold show Brushing to be the better nietbod, in every way. What 
strikes me however as strange is this. He puts cost at Ks.20/d per 1,000 
trees. Suppose we deduct Rs.S/S for material, this would leave R8,15/.’ for 
labour- or 60 coolies, so that one man would spray only 16/17 trees. Unless 
there is a satisfactory explanation which I do not recognise #t present, it 
would seem as if the coolies here too were strunling with a damaged 
Machine. 

The matter is of iinm&nse importance for those about to try treatment 
for Bug, and 1 am sure, Mr. Rogers will therefore not mind esplalning away, 
what must be a difhcuity to many more minds than mine. 

Lastly, 1 would like to state that Mr. Nicholson depended much on 
Sunlight Soap, as au insecticide, and brought in the Rosin afterwards, owing 
to rains as he states, judging by printed matter I saw, Vou will notice that 
I have discarded soap altogether as unnecessary, 

1 would sound a note of warning about the use of any insecticide that 
chokes parts of the Sprayer and more so any coinpoiind of sulphur (hat will 
destroy the copper of the nucbines rapidly. For sulphur a special grayer 
of lead must be obtained. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Tiios. Brown’, 


Coimbatore, 39th July, 1913, 

The MavAGiNO Eoitor, 

PUtnUrs' Chronicle. 

Bangalore, 

Dear Sir, —With reference to the letter by your correspondent ‘ Stymied * 
in your last issue, we beg testate that we are not surprised, that he feels 
’aggrieved that we have discontinued the practice of quoting prices of 
individual fertilisers In our current price* list, although we believe that after 
perusal of this letter he will come to the conclusion that it is quite zi much 
in Ihe interest of planters as well as in our own, that prices whicli are 
naturally taken ah current for ihe whole year should not be inserted. 

We take a few specific instances of fluctuations In price during the 
course of the past year. The first row nf figures arc the prices at which 
the season opened, the second those ruling after a time, and the third those 
at which the season closed. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Saltpetre 

210 

220 

240 

Nitrate of Soda ... 

235 

240 

220 

Bloodineal 

... IKS 

175 

170 

Ronemeal 

... 80 

85 

75 

White Castor poonac 

... 70 

75 

70 

Fish ... 

... 60 

55 

60 
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UwiUb« seen (rom the above that there are at times ooosklersbte 
flnctoatkms in price* and fortber that a deciioe ia quite as iikeiy as a rise. 

in our case, we issue oar price list only once a year^ and jf we are to 
ran zisk of fluctuations daring the y<»r, we have to fix such, prices as 
will in our opinion meet the case. Whereas if we quote only against specific 
enquiries, and current prices happen to be below the prices ruling previously 
our coQstitumts get the benefit of tbe lower price. 

With reference to mixtures f^, which we. quote, your correspondent’s 
conjecture U quite correct viz . that the prices quoted - cover ^ probable rise 
Of fall in indiyidoal fertilisers during the year. And if be will kindly refer 
to tbe p^tce Ibis published by large Manure Firms in Ceylon, he will And 
that their system and ours coincide exactly. 

We would iu conclusion thank ’Stymied' for writing to you in this con- 
nection, as it gives us an opportunity to explain the position iu your columns, 
and we hope that he will not grudge the trouble of sending us a post-card for 
our current prices, and If he is pleased to place an order with us, it will give 
us much pleasure to supply hini with individual fertilisers so that he can 
enjqy tbe ’ harmless pastime ' of making his own in ixt tires, 

Youts faithfully, 

For T. Stanes & Co., Limited, 
(Signed) F, J. Stanes. 


The EniTOR, 

The Planters' Chronicle^ 


Muuderi Estate. 

Pandahir P. O., 30th July, 1913.’ 


Bangalore, 

Dear Sir, — 1 have just received a letter from Mr. Anstead to which I 
have replied, but the questions raised by the Planting Expert, h-ave set up .a 
train of thoughts in my mind which I venture to place before you. 

The subject Is the existing state of combination in the Planting Com* 
munlty. The position at present is, that we have a central organisation (the 
U. P.^A. S. I.) which is subdivided into several District Associations, the 
initial mistake in my opinion, for each District Association is admittedly 
formed to primarily improve local conditions and undouotedly has a tend- 
ency to perform its functions from a purely local point of view. 

Next from a perusal of the reports of the various District Associations 
published in the P. C. for 1913, I have been struck by 2 points 

1, Tbe almost complete absence of practical suggestions, results and 
records of experiments and general tre.atment of tbe really important matters 
ilk planting. 

2. The i^nsequent attention paid to minor and unimportant details 
connected with individnal estates, which do not appear to require the inter- 
vention of an association or any representative body. 

Further, we have the parent association and all its various offspriug, yet 
the support afforded them is I am impelled to think of a very lukewarm 
nature, as evidenced by the almost complete absence of original articles in 
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the CkfCnicUy appears to be supported entirely by yourself, the 
piantin* Eapert and Press cuttings. We are fretioenily adjured to *' think 
|„)periaWy’'and if we combined it with "thlnkm^ agriculturaHy " the com. 
muoily would I think be much the better for the addilion,^ Another point 
and I conclude my criticisms, A great deal of rtudfie prominence af this 
period in the existence of the Association is given to the Labour (^nesliou, 
and my reasons for this assertion are briefly. 

1. Conditions vary to such a large extent on estates that a uniform 
system of recruiting labour must be extremely diihcnit to devise, and coi»se. 
quently any proposals e.g. Registration of njaistries, abolition of Recruiters, 
ic., are promptly met with protests or silent determinations to ignore any 
particular regulation which does not suit the individual. 

2. The Planting Community at present do not appc.ir to be educated up 
to the absolute necessity of uniformity, and in this connection I am reminded 
of a statement of the present Foreign Secretary in referring to Mr. Norman 
Augul’s book " The Great Illusion” He said '* True as the statement in 
that book may be it does not become an operative uiotive in the minds 
and cooduct of nations nntii they are ccmvinced of its iruih and it has be- 
come a comn\onplaci^ to them," Substitute " planters '* for “ nations ” and 
you have' the present situation. The truths in connection with the Labour 
(Mestion are not yet cottttnonplcicex to Ksf.ite M.'m.igers and Superinten- 
dents, and consequently they have not ac^piired the force of "operative 
motives.” 

As 1 do not wish to assume the role of ,in arm chair critic, I venture to 
make a couple of, suggestions which J am of opioiou wtW improve juatters, 

1, The appointment of irnveilinn Secretaries whore sole 

duties would be to visit estates, confer with Superintendents .ind .Managers, 
record their suggestions and in their place make suggcations. Personal 
intercourse of this nature will bring niiirty .t StiperitUendent to a broader 
sense of his responsibilities, and again many a mati who. to use an expressive 
vulgarism, " breaks out into a cold perspiration when a oen is put into his 
hand” would be enabled to express and excltaiige his views which at present 
he does not do. 

2, My concluding suggestion is a very radical one. and is in connection 
with the Labour Question. I suggest that the I'. P, ,A. S. 1. organise a 
Department, and undertake the fnnctioiis of .a Labour Recruiter The 
sooner we realise that the Labour Recruiter is an evil that we cannot com- 
pletely eradicate and cease to pass resolutions deprecating his existetice but 
not suggesting how to obliterate him, the better for us. The Labour Is avail- 
ble, so why should not the Association and individual planter get the 
benefit of the commissions paid, by forming ourselves into a Labour Reenjil- 
ing Agency, under the control and direction of the Association. The only 
essential to the success of such a scheme is organisation, and surely we 
can find enough experienced and intelligent men in the planting community 
to ensure this. 

Votirs hHhhUyi 
Signed) N. O. S. Barnv.RI>, 

SuperinUudeni. 

P.S , — My knowledge and opinionr are ba.sed on 

1. 3 months experience as an Estate Superintendent. 

2. PeroBal of the Chroniefe for 1913 and articles in the press, 
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3. iBlerGoanewkbafew b^berpUiiitere, My arsamant anddeb&ce 
in 1 ^ vteiv» yooare: U) if wrong, tbetooaar 

1 knon^ H tbe batter. (2; if rigbt or fea^ble no good accmee from 
delaying espresMona. 


Tbe Emroa, 

The Planters' ChroHitte,- 

Bangalore. 

Dear Sir, — With reference to ‘‘Sooth India's" letter arbtcb appew 
in yoor issue dated 26tb July, the advertisments from the Ceylon 
paper he quotes, do not justify the aiguments bt^ases upon (hem. No. i 
is a list oT cooltea who have given legal notice to quit. There is no legal 
remedy whatever agaioit them in Ceylon, where l^nganies and coolies are 
exempt from impHsoument for debt ; as to tbe advertiser's motive in speml- 
tug so much money on the adveriii^ment, it can only be divulged by himself. 

2 shows very plainly that the coolies mentioned were dissatisfied with 
sonw condition of their existence. This also probably can only be divulged 
by themselves. There is a legal remedy against them, as they are liable to 
imprisonment for leaving without notice. They could have given legal 
notice, remained another 31 days on the Kstate, and then walked off scot- 
free ; that they chose to risk imprisonment rather than remain another 
month on the Esta^, speaks for it. self. Is this a good advertisement for 
Ceylon? Ones it nbow how perfect are the conditions of labour ? hit 
calculated td attract labour to the Island ? " South India " is not the first 
ItMm who has advocated Advertisement and Government legislation. In 
the case of our rivals across the seas. I admit advent cinent’ has been 
eminently successful. As regards Ceylon. Government legislation has not 
prevented crimping, indebtedness, hotting, or any other evil from which 
planters in South India may be suffering. In Malaya, the effect of Govern 
inentlegiiUaticHi in doubtful. 1 saw, a fortnight or three weeks ago, a speech 
by Mr. Talbot in London, (whose long practical Experience and tried 
wisdom, coupled with the fact that he is now the Director ttf Companies both 
in Ctylon and Malaya entitle bis opinion to acceptance by any of us whose 
axpoHence is not yet ripe) In which he pointed out that Government l^gisla- 
tioQ in Mabtya was not always so successful as had been claimed for it- 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Hermit-Crab. 


Th« EDITO!!, 

The Planters' Chronicle, 

^ Bangalore. 

Dear Sr,— I read the letter from “ A Cnrer" in your issue of tbe 2Dd 
instaut with interest. 

As he is anxious to supply information on the subject, perhaps be will 
axpbidii why at the beginning of July my Curers sent mb a Ke^te on Ship* 
|dng Cbaq^ for the years 1911, 1912, and §913, with an apolt^’ for the 
omission to send them earlier ? ^ 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signedl ’‘Slerping Hrothbe. 
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The fbl1owiii| is tbe transUtioa of a letter written to a coolie on the 
Estate of a member of the Nilgiri Planters' Assocbtion, and the Editor baa 
beea ashed to give it promioeDce in hU columns. £p, 

Roj'apettah, 2g^7.W13. 

To KuUao, 

I have just come from Penang. I am employed in Penang as Manager 
of an estate. That estate is / very healthy place, I am intending to go 
back to Penang about the IStn of August or so. Do you like to come to P^ang 
with me? A|e there any others who could accompany you? There the 
pay is R8.21 p«: meosenj^ There is no agrecineut if >*00 come along with 
me, whenever you like ydb can return at the same time. You know well 
how I wonld protect you being the Manager of the estate. I am intending 
to take about 100 coolies along with me, and to prove to others what better 
workmen arc my coolies— than the other coolies. 

The working hours on the estate « here I am Manager arc from 5 a«m, 
to 1 p.m. 

Let me know at once on receipt of this letter whether yon aro willing to 
come to Penang and bow many others would accompany you. 

(Signed) U. D. 


CoFKEK. 


The terminal market has shown some rather wild Huctuatious, advanc- 
ing as much as 2s. 6^. per cwt. in a day, only to lose about the tame ou 
the next day. Rumours of financial trouble in Brazil led to the first telHog, 
and on this being denied, a rapid advance took place, to be followed by 
further bear selling, but without any fresh news as to the crop, which alone 
should influence prices. In most.*luarteTs it is felt that the fall has been 
too rapid, and judged by the statistical position there ought to be some 
recovery, the only point which could influence s alucs being the sixe of the 
next crop, and that will be better ganged in another month or two, when it 
is seen at what rate it is being sent forward. Mild CofTee has been altuost 
uegi«;cted, and even the very low rates accepted by some merchants, who 
apparently were forced to sell, have not always led to business, as the 
demand froip both the Continent and the home trade i.s exceptionally slow. 
Fine Costa Kica and fine East India fully nuintaio their values as the 
<{uaQtity offered is much below the usual al this time of year, 

London Coffee Retukns. 


'•'Home 
Consumption. 
1913. 1912. 

Tons. Tons. 

For week ended 

June 14th ... 322 292 

For 24 we^ ended 


Export. Slock. 


1913. 

1912. 

1913 

1912. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tooa. 

Tods. 

380 

1 

16,451 

13,405 

8,751 

8,298 

— 

- 


JuneUth ...7,599 7.581 

The Home amount contains a proptnrtiou for EspQf t ^v^ed by cart. 
-The Harheta* Review'. i 
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BUBBER. 

Tb« W«fit«tlo» RiiMMP liHhiwtffir. 

by 

Cyril E. S. Baxesdale. 

^ 'Pap*r Read at the Third iHternaihnal Rubber Con/ereneet held in 

New Yarh, W2^ 

{Continued,) 

CULTlVATinN. 

Planting is done either from stumps or seed at slake, ftt the former 
case, the plants arc taken from the nursery, beiu^tfaeii from 6 months to 2 
years or even older, cut to length of 3 to 4 feet, ne roots backed back and 
then planted in the holes previously prepared for them. It says much for 
the vitality of the Hevea that it usually survives this drastic treatment and 
starts to sprout afresh, within a month, if the weather is propitious. From 
this time on ensues a battle between the planter and the original jungle, 
which endeavours to regain possession of the land. Numerous kinds of 
obnoxious weeds— coming from Heaven knows where -also make their ap- 
pearance. 

From time to time there crops up something almost as bad as weeds, 

I refer to the wearisome controversy as to whether it is not desirable to 
allow grass to grow or to cultivate some cover plant which will extinguish 
the weeds. There are one or two cover plants which do not cause any 
permanent damage and have even proved berieficial on some plantations, 
when they have lacked sutficient cash to maintain a proper upkeep and 
when the only alternative was abandonment 1 have experimented with 
small areas under grass, but the results have not shaken niy belief in clean 
weeding, to be followed by digs'ing or ploughing whenever there Ls a 
sufficiency of funds and labour. With a sufficient supply of these sinews of 
war, the planter can hold his own and after three of four years, aided by 
the shade then aiforded by his trees, be becomes lua.ster of the situation. 

The Harvkst. 

The longed-for harvest then occupies his attention ; and now-a-days 
his thoughts turn, naturally enough, to the curing factory. When 1 started 
tapping, the word factory had not been invented, or, at any rate, 
used in this connection. I began by settling the latex in my washing basin, 
rolling the rubber with a beer bottle Ian empty one; and drj^ng it on the 
veranda. Then acting under strong domestic pressure, I moved the scene 
of operations to the stables, and carried it on there until there was no room 
for the horse. Next I built a little shed and bought a hand mangle, The 
next move was to the factory of to-day. 

Cost of Production. 

Vou witlf I think, be interested to hear something about the cost of 
productiott. We (inters are frequency twitted about our old promises of 
cheap production and these are compared with actual costs, which in some 
casee exceed 60 cents (U. S. A, currency) a pound. The twitting, curiously 
etUM^h, was most severe when rubber was worth from two to tn^ dollars, 
at which time we had to pay an ad valorem export duty and charges, 
based on these extremely high prices. 

(To be cottlinutid,) 



